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1.    By agreeing to give our finger-impressions we have only shown
our good sense and proved that the'campaign was not against these.
2.    I thought it wise to satisfy the Government on a matter such
as this.   Experience has confirmed the view.
3.    If we had not agreed now to give the finger-impressions, we
would have later been compelled to give them.   Whether or not we
would have given them then is another question.
4.    Several clauses of the immigration Act provide for. the taking
of whites' finger-impressions.
5.    I think I acted honestly in giving my finger-impressions. I have
therefore made good my pledge and shown that I was not cowed down
by the Pathans' assault. I have also forestalled the charge that I had
so contrived things as not to have to give my own finger-impressions.
6.    This   [arrangement]  safeguards  the interests of many poor
people,
7.    It has added to the prestige of the Indian community, and
several,whites have now become ardent friends of the community.
How CHINESE MANAGED TO ESCAPE
Some people argue that the Chinese fought and so managed things
that they had to give no more than a thumb-impression. This is a
mistaken view. It is the British.Indian Association that is responsible
for having had them exempted. I intervened in the matter and sent
a message to Mr. Smuts from bed. It is therefore a part of the compromise
that the Chinese will give their thumb-impressions only. We could
have done what the Chinese have done. But, by their obstinacy, the
Chinese have lost their good name with the Government, whereas we
have retained ours. Not only that; a situation has arisen in which,
if the Indian community wanted it, the Government might single out
the Chinese [for differential treatment]. We are not the people to
attempt anything of the kind. The thoughtful among the Chinese realize
this, and that is why they have been voluntarily giving their finger-
impressions. Mr. Quinn has already given his.
VOLUNTARY VERSUS COMPULSORY
In this connection, a patriotic worker has cited an excellent analogy
for the benefit of our Muslim brethren. According to the Koran it is
permissible, to eat the flesh of an animal slaughtered in the name of
God, but not otherwise. Similarly, it is legitimate to give finger-
impressions voluntarily, but it was not so when they were compulsory.
HAVE EDUCATED Foiftro IT PROFITABLE ARRANGEMENT?
This question can only come from sheer lack of understanding.
Those who are really educated .are bound always to have an advantage